
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Charitable Expectations 

for Nonprofit Hospitals” 

Brad Gray, The Urban Institute 

October 6th, 2009 – 12:00pm-1:00pm 

Johnson Center, 3rd Floor, Meeting Room F 

“Brown Bag Lunch” attendees welcome! 

 

 

Parking is available at the Mason Pond parking deck which is 

directly across from the Johnson Center. Take the elevators to 

the 3rd floor and follow the signs to Meeting Room D. 

Directions to GMU and campus maps are available at: 

Department of  Health 
Administration & Policy 

“Nonprofit hospitals have often been criticized as insufficiently 

charitable.  Three kinds of  evidence is cited: anecdotal accounts, 

research making comparisons with for-profits, and research making 

comparisons with estimates of  the value of  tax 

exemptions.  Requirements for charitable spending thresholds 

are common policy proposals.  I'll argue that such proposals are 

based on a misreading of  what it means for nonprofits to be 

charitable and an inadequate reading of  the research evidence.  Wiser 

public policies would cover the uninsured and require better 

accountability of  nonprofits' charitable performance.” 

 

HAP Seminar Series 
 

Bradford H. Gray, Ph.D., is a 

Senior Fellow at the Urban 

Institute, a nonpartisan economic 

and policy research organization 

in Washington DC, and editor of 

The Milbank Quarterly, an 

interdisciplinary journal of health 

policy and population health. He 

was previously director of the 

Division of Health and Science 

Policy at the New York Academy 

of Medicine.  From 1989 to 1996, 

he was director of the Program 

on Nonprofit Organizations 

(PONPO) at Yale University, 

where he also directed the 

Institution for Social and Policy 

Studies and taught in the 

Department of Epidemiology and 

Public Health.  He is author or 

co-author of more than 25 

articles about nonprofit and for-

profit health care, as well as The 

Profit Motive and Patient Care: 

The Changing Accountability of 

Doctors and Hospitals (Harvard, 

1991). He holds a Ph.D. in 

Sociology from Yale University. 

He is a fellow of The Hastings 

Center and AcademyHealth and 

is an elected member of the 

Institute of Medicine of the 

National Academy of Sciences. For more information, call 703-993-1929 

or email amccutch@gmu.edu.  
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